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The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), enacted by Congress on 
March 27, 2020 provides for a two-part allocation to institutions of higher education. Funds 
from the student-portion of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) provide direct 
grant aid to FAFSA-eligible students whose education at MPCC was impacted by the 
coronavirus.   

In compliance with CARES Act reporting requirements, MPCC is reporting the use of funds 
distributed from the HEERF.    

1. On April 13, 2020, MPCC signed and returned to the Department of Education the 
Certification and Agreement and assurance the institution has used, or intends to use, 
no less than 50 percent of the funds received under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES 
Act to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.  

2. On April 28, 2020, MPCC received $387,473 from the U.S. Department of Education 
pursuant to the institution’s Certification and Agreement [for] Emergency Financial Aid 
Grants to Students.  

3. MPCC has awarded $64,600 of Emergency Financial Aid Grants to eligible students 
under Section 18004 (a)(1) of the CARES Act (as of 5/27,20) 

4. Approximately 650 enrolled students at MPCC are eligible to participate in programs 
under Section 484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and thus eligible to 
receive Emergency Financial Aid Grants under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act. 

5. As of May 27, 2020, 193 students have received an Emergency Financial Aid Grant under 
Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act. 

6. MPCC used the following method to determine which students receive Emergency 
Financial Aid Grants and how much they receive under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES 
Act: 

a. Students eligible to receive funding from the Emergency Financial Aid Grants 
must be currently enrolled at MPCC, have a valid FAFSA on file at MPCC, and 
qualify for Title IV funding based on Section 484 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965. Students who are considered international students, students enrolled in 
non-credit courses, and student enrolled in only online courses are not eligible 
for Emergency Financial Aid Grants under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act.   

b. Students must complete and submit the Application for CARES Act Stabilization 
Funds available on the MPCC website and must provide an explanation 
generalizing the educational hardships incurred as a result of COVID-19.  

c. Applications are reviewed to ensure student applicants meet funding eligibility 
requirements, documented costs incurred after March 13, 2020, and requested 
funds are related to campus closures as stipulated.   

d. Qualified student applicants receive funding disbursements based on the 
number of enrolled credit hours: 

i. $400 per full-time student 
ii. $300 per ¾ student 
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iii. $200 per ½ student 
iv. $100 per part-time student 

e. MPCC maintains the position of releasing additional Emergency Financial Aid 
Grants to students through additional funding rounds if allocated funds remain 
after the initial funds are dispersed.  

7. MPCC created access to the Emergency Funds Application on its college website. 
Accompanying the online application form, the MPCC website further provides 
information on the CARES ACT Student Emergency Financial Aid eligibility guidelines.  All 
currently enrolled MPCC students received an email from the MPCC Director of 
Accounting and an additional email was distributed to Title IV eligible student from the 
MPCC Director of Financial Aid.  Both emails provided guidance to accessing the online 
application and encouraged eligible students to complete the application. On April 27, 
2020, MPCC issued a press release that was posted to MPCC social media pages to 
provide information about the Higher Education Emergency Fund and to further 
encourage enrolled students to apply for funding via the online application. Applications 
selected to receive emergency funds also received a letter of guidance for funding 
distribution.   

Related Materials: 

1. MPCC Application for CARES Act Stabilization Funds 

2. “Emergency Grants Available to MPCC Students” Press Release (April 27, 2020) 

3. MPCC HEERF Distribution Letter 

https://app.perfectforms.com/PresentationServer/Form.aspx/Play/wYkGgAoG?f=wYkGgAoG
http://www.mpcc.edu/mpcc-news/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=1239
http://www.mpcc.edu/coronavirusinformation/Documents/HEERF%20Distribution%20Letter.pdf

